
Pre-departure Material

Congratulations! You have been accepted to study at the English Island. You are approved to study for 
_____ months and may begin your program on _____, _____, or ______ Please contact us within the 
next 30 days and let us know if you want to study with us.  If you do, you need to apply for and obtain an 
F-1 student visa.  Sometimes it takes a long time to get a visa, so start the process as soon as possible. 

Step 1: Ask us to send you a form I-20.  

Once you decide to study with us, we will register you in the SEVIS system and will print an I-20. 
We will send a copy to you.  You can find a sample at this link. 
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/I-20_Active.pdf

Step 2: Pay the SEVIS I-901 fee at least 3 days prior to applying for a visa.

You can pay this online. It is currently $200 USD.  Make sure to get a receipt showing how much 
you have paid.  Below are step-by-step instructions for how to pay the fee and get your receipt. 

Go to the website https://fmjfee.com/i901fee/index.html, and click on Pay I-901 fee. Once you 
click on it, you will see the screen below. 

A) Enter your SEVIS ID, your family name, and your date of birth.   The SEVIS ID is the ID for the 
school. You can find it on your form I-20.  Please put your date of birth in the format of 
month/day/year.  Then click Submit.
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B) You will move to the next screen.  Under Applicant Information are the words Form Type. 
Click on the box next to those words and select Form I-20. 

                       

C) Then, the next screen appears. Complete the rest of the information listed.  You can find the 
school code on your form I-20.
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D) When you have entered the information, go to the bottom of the page and click the block  
next to I Agree. Then, click Continue.  

                                      

E) Then, you will move to the form review screen.  Review the information on the form. Check 
for mistakes. If you need to change information, click on Return to Form I-901 and then correct 
the information. If the information is correct, then click on Credit Card or Check/Money Order.  
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F) If you click Credit Card, you will get to the screen below. Enter your credit card information 
and click “Continue.”  It will take you to the Credit Card Review screen. Check the information. 
Then, click on Submit.  

                                               

G) If you click on Check or Money order, the system will generate a payment coupon.  
Instructions for how to pay will be on the coupon.  A sample coupon is below.  
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H) Confirming Payment and Printing the Receipt

It might take a few days for the fee to be processed.  To check the status of your payment, go to  
and click on Check Status in the upper right hand corner. Then, you will see the page below.  
Enter your SEVIS ID, family name, and date of birth. Click on Check Status/View Payment 
Confirmation.   

If your payment has been processed, you will see the screen below.  It will be your receipt. Print 
at least 2 copies—one for your visa interview and one to bring with you and present to the 
Customs officer when you enter the US.  

                            

Step 3: Complete a visa application (Form D-160.)

First, gather the documents you need to complete the visa application form. 

You will need.:

Passport

Travel itinerary, if you have already made travel arrangements.
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Dates of your last five visits or trips to the United States, if you have previously traveled 
to the United States. You may also be asked for your international travel history for the 
past five years. 

Résumé or Curriculum Vitae - You may be required to provide information about your 
current and previous education and work history.

 Form I-20 (with school address and SEVIS ID) 

Now go to the Consular website and complete the application. 
https://ceac.state.gov/GenNIV/Default.aspx

Select your home country under “Get Started.” Enter the code shown below the box and then select 
“Start an Application.”  Complete the online application.  Remember that you must pay a visa 
application fee of $160 for yourself and an additional $160 for each dependent that you plan on bringing 
with you.  This fee is non-refundable. 

Step 4: Make an appointment for a visa interview. 
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You will need to make an appointment with the US embassy or consulate in your country.  The amount 
of time it takes to get a visa appointment varies by country. You can get an approximate wait time by 
going to https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/study/student-visa.html

Example:

Make sure to plan accordingly for your interview.  Arrive early and be prepared to wait if necessary. 

Step 5: Collect documents to bring to the visa interview.

-Signed form I-20 issued by the school the student will attend ( Please make sure to sign your I-
20)

-Passport valid for at least 6 months after the date of proposed entry into the US

-2 inch by 2 inch photograph

-Confirmation of submission of D-160 form (confirmation page)  

-Receipt for visa application fee paid online 

-Receipt for SEVIS I-901 fee 

You should also be prepared to provide:

-Transcripts/diplomas from previous institutions attended

-Scores required for entrance to program (Dental Program only)

-Proof of financial support (student or sponsor) 
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-Income statements, bank records, and/or business registration, license, and bank 
records/statements

-Marriage or birth certificates (if you have a dependent traveling with you on an F2) 

Note: If you are bringing dependents, we suggest your dependents apply for a visa at the same 
time that you do. It is more complicated to schedule a separate visa interview for your children 
and your spouse.

Note 2:  Spouses and minor dependents will also receive an I-20 form from our school.  The 
spouse must sign his/her form I-20.  The individual in the family who will be a student at our 
school must sign the form I-20 for any children or minor dependents he/she brings.  

Step 6: Attend your visa interview. 

Step 7: Notify us of your approval.  

Step 8: When you receive your visa, plan your flight. You should plan to fly into Hartsfield Jackson 
International Airport. Send us your flight information at least 1 week in advance.  

Example: Airline: Delta Flight number: 365

Depart Mexico City, Mexico 3 pm

Arrive Atlanta, US  8 pm   

Step 9: Determine where you will live during the program.  Provide us with the address.  We will use this 
address on your visa.  

Preparing for Departure

Prior to leaving your country, you should gather all the documents you will need when you arrive in the 
US.  You should make multiple copies of these and keep them in a safe place in your carry-on luggage. 

The place where initially arrive into the US is your Port of Entry (POE).  If you have a connecting flight, 
your port of entry will be wherever you arrive first. So, if you arrive in Los Angeles and then plan to take 
a second flight to Atlanta, your POE will be Los Angeles. At your POE, you will need to provide the 
following documents: 

-Signed I-20

-Valid visa* containing name of school and SEVIS ID

-Financial documentation (bank statements, income statements, etc)

-Valid passport

-Proof of payment of SEVIS I-901 fee
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* If no visa is required for your country, apply at the POE for entry.  Have the documents above 
minus the visa.  

When you plan your flight, make sure to allow enough time to go through immigration at your POE. That 
means allow at least 3 hours between your flights just to be safe.  

Arriving in the US

Once you arrive in the US, you will go through immigration at your port of entry.  Present the documents 
mentioned in the section above.  Remember to have physical copies of all documents for you and for 
any dependents that are with you.  At the port of entry, immigration will register you electronically for 
an I-94 form.  As soon as possible, you should go to this website https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/recent-
search and print your I-94 form. It is a good idea to keep a copy of this document on you at all times.  

Once you arrive in the US, you should report to the school the next business day to enroll.  At that time, 
you will check in with the DSO at the school and meet with the School Director or Office Manager to 
have additional language testing and to receive the date and time for orientation.  You will receive your 
schedule at orientation.  Please bring the following documents with you when you come to enroll for 
school. 

-Signed I-20 (for you and all dependents)

-Valid visa* containing name of school and SEVIS ID (For you and all dependents) 

-Financial documentation (bank statements, income statements, etc)

-Valid passport (For you and all dependents) 

-Proof of payment of SEVIS I-901 fee (For you and all dependents) 

-Address where you plan on staying during the program 


